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Hong Kong Airport – History & New Location

Old Airport
Kai Tak
Closed 1998

New Airport

Credit Wiki Commons Wykie Chan 2010

Flight paths now overfly the sea and can avoid Hong Kong population centre 
or only overfly after 30km from Start of Roll



Examples - Night Time operations at Hong Kong



Examples - Night Time operations at Hong Kong



Arrivals from Hong Kong

• Freight will still arrive, reduced levels of business travel means minimal if 
any onward connections while tourists arrive at a more convenient time

• Londoners do not get woken up so early

• For example pre-Covid schedules show a Cathay Pacific flight departing at 
1am HK and arriving at 6.20am LHR

• Suggested Action - DfT review historical early morning arrivals slots where 
Far East airports can now operate at night without impacting their local 
population and very early arrivals into LHR can be pushed back later

• Old Kai Tak Airport closed at night as 
population close by

• Last flight had to leave before closure so 
arrived early into Heathrow (4.30am)

• Kai Tak closed in 1998 but BA flight times 
maintained and early LHR arrival continues

• Flights now operate through the night at 
new Hong Kong airport

• BA flight from Hong Kong could now 
depart later and arrive after 7am at 
Heathrow

Credit Wiki Commons Wykie Chan 2010


