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DISCLAIMER: 

The information contained within this document does 

not constitute a formal company position and does not 

necessarily reflect a final view. 

It is provided to you to facilitate discussions with Heathrow 

Airport and feedback on our developing proposals. The 

incomplete and preliminary nature of the information should 

be recognised when reviewing this material.

Heathrow Airport Limited will not accept or assume any 

responsibility or liability for the accuracy or correctness of 

the information or of any figures provided, or 

any assumptions that may be drawn from them. All route 

options shown are for discussion only. 

This information is intended for your sole purpose, 

is confidential and should not be shared outside your 

organisation or with any third party 

without the express consent of Heathrow Airport Limited.

Heathrow will submit a formal submission that will be 

publicly available on the CAA Airspace Change Portal in 

2023.

All options in this document are subject to change throughout the airspace change process as 

options are matured in detail and refined in accordance with safety requirements, our Design 

Principles, our appraisals and stakeholder engagement and consultation.
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Todayôs workshop is for:

ÅHeathrow to share the feedback received from

the Step 2A engagement on the Comprehensive

List of Options

ÅHeathrow to explain the approach taken to the

Design Principle Evaluation (DPE) and to share

a summary of the results

ÅStakeholders to ask questions and share their

views on Heathrowôsapproach to the DPE

Todayôs workshop is not to:

ÅDiscuss Stage 1 elements (e.g. Design Principles)

ÅDiscuss Stage 3 elements or the appraisal of impacts 

(there will be future opportunities for this)

ÅDiscuss the wider political/regulatory landscape

Purpose of this workshop
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We are currently at Stage 2 of the CAAôs CAP1616 
Airspace Change Process

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 - 2029

INDICATIVE TIMELINE*

CAP1616 PROCESS OVERVIEW

*Timeline dependent upon ACOG Masterplan, and coordination with NATS and other airportsô airspace change proposals 
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Heathrow passed the CAAôs Stage 1 Gateway, developing 
a Statement of Need and a list of Design Principles 

Our Design Principles for Airspace Modernisation :

1

Our 

new airspace

design must

Be safe

2 Remain in accordance with the CAA's published Airspace Modernisation Strategy and any current

or future plans associated with it and all other relevant UK policy, legislation and regulatory standards(for

example, Air Navigation Guidance). This includes preventing any worsening of local air quality due to emissions

from Heathrowôsaircraft movements, to remain within local authoritiesôlimits

3 Use noise efficient operational practices to limit and, where possible, reduce adverse impacts from aircraft noise

4 Reduce the contribution to climate change from CO2 emissions and other greenhouse gas emissions

arising from Heathrowôsaircraft activities

5 Enable Heathrow to make the most operationally efficient and resilient use of its existing two runways,

to maximise benefits to the airport, airlines and cargo handlers, passengers, and local communities

6

And should

also

Provide predictable and meaningful respite to those affected by noise from Heathrowôsmovements

7 Seek to avoid overflying the same communities with multiple routes including those to/from other airports

8 Contribute to minimising the negative impacts of night flights

9 Keep the number of people who experience an increase in noise from the future airspace design to a minimum

10 Keep the total number of people who experience noise from the future airspace design to a minimum

11 Enable the efficiency of other airspace users' operations

12 Minimise the impact to all stakeholders from future changes to Heathrowôsairspace

There is no prioritisation of the principles beyond this grouping into ñmustò and ñshouldò

Step 1B: Design Principles

"The design principles encompass the safety, environmental and operational 

criteria and strategy policy objectives that the change sponsor aims for in 

developing the airspace change proposal"

Step 1A: Statement of Need

"The change sponsor prepares a Statement of Need setting out 

what airspace or opportunity it is seeking to address"

Heathrow passed the Stage 1 Gateway in March 2022
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At Stage 2 we are required to develop options and 
evaluate them against our Design Principles

Step 2A: Design Principle Evaluation (DPE)

"The change sponsor produces a DPE that sets out how the design options 

have responded to the design principles"

Step 2A: Comprehensive List of Options

"The change sponsor develops one or more options that address the 

Statement of Need and align with the defined Design Principles"

CAP1616 Stage 2 Gateway Requirements

Design Principle Option A Option B Option C

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Status

Complete

Complete

In progress

Next Step

Stage 2 Gateway

August 2023


